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Debtors, without Diftintiona of 


4 ] > Cruelty of our Laws againſt 
Honeft or Diſhoneft, has been the 


Subje& of our laft z that it is rhe Shame of 


our Nation, I have made too plain alrea- 
dy; I am now upon proving, 'tis- the In- 
jury and Detriment of the Publick. 

This is plain, firft, by the Numerous 
Families that now Live in Exile, in all the 
Foreign Countries in Europe, Baniſh'd 
from their Native Country, Rclations and 


Employments,for Debt ; Frighted away by - 


the Terrors of Perpetual I»priſoument, a 
Severity, noChriſtian Nation ever Inflited 
defore z here they Live, and firſt ſpend the 
Eſtates of their Creditors, which they 
would Honeftly have deliver'd ; up, it it 
would have been accepted ; but being re- 
tus'd in ſuch Fair and Sincere Propoſals, 


what muſt they do? Mankind comms be 
Starv'd, that is, they cannot bear it, and 
will rather run all Extremities, than ven- 
ture it, 

Nor is the Loſs of People, and Loſs of 
Stock to the Publick, all the Caſe here; bu: 
rheſe People, having been bred up to our 
Manufattures, live Abroad, where they 
Inftrut the Nations we Trade with, to 
make our Goods, Circumvent, and Anti- 
cipate our Trade, and weaken usat Home 
and one Family thus Driven Abroad, helps 
to Ruine a Hundred Families: at Home. 
How many Ruin'd Tradeimen and Artifts 
have we now in Scorland, Teaching and 
Inftruting the Scots, in their New Im- 
provements of our Woollen Manufafture ? 
How many in Germany and Holland, In- 
forming them, how to Make, Dreſs, and 
Manag < 
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Manage the Cloathing, and Supplant our 
Trade? And what Progreſs they have made 
in theſe Things among our Neighbours, 
may perhaps bz conſider'd by it ſelf. _ 

Would any Natioa but England, drive 
ſuch People as theſe away, and retating 
to accept of their all, Honeſtly offer'd in 
Payment, force them ppon Shifts and Ex 
rremities, and ſend them among Foreigr - 
ers, to Aſſiſt them in Ruining ou; 
Trade ? 

Would you, Gentlemen, of the Houſe 
of Commons, effettually Sappreſs that 
Scandalous Sanftuary of Thieves, the Mint, 
where Honeft Men are made Knaves, and 
K-:ves harden'd to all manner of Villa- 
nous degrees; the moſt effeGual Method 
;1 the World, would be to open a Door 
o! R=tuge for D2btors, in the Compaſſions of 
::c Law, thac M-a of Integrity and Prin- 
cip!es may be Encourag'd to run go their 
Creditors, and not ru" from them; and this 
is ſo Crying a Wound, (o calling an Exi- 
gence, that you can never obtain the Name 
of Patriots,nor, Pardon me for ſaying it,in my 
weak Judgment, can you you Honourably 
diſ:harge the Truſt Repcs'd in you by your 
Country, if you Omit the ne2dful Redreſs, 
ro a Grievance fo fatal to the Nation. 

For Fraudulent Banjrupts, Flagrant 
Rogues, . ſuch as by deſign'd Depredaci- 
ons upon Trade, Rob thcir Creditors,. let 
thein Drc th> D-ath of a T zjef, as they 
deſerve ; |: Szvereſt Puniſhmenes, 
coniftent with tiamauity, be Contriv'd- for 
thera; let the Nation be Clear'd from the 
Terror of ſuch Plunderers ; but to Puniſh 
the Poor Men Runind by them, equally 
with them, is juſt as if you ſhould make 
;t Felony to be Robb'd, and /Zinz the 
Paſſ-ir7er with the Fiizhwayman. 

{ cacooot tut wonder, that ſuch -a thing 
3s this ſhould need any Explaining, and I 
never met vith, or heard of one ObjeRi- 
07 ap2ialt ic 1n my Life, ether within 
th2 Houle or withont; I m1can, as to the 
Fat, the lutiice of a Comamren Lenity, to 
M-n of Mizk. rinae, ard diftir gniſhing them 
that ar2 tHuacl, from them that are 
aut. 


} 
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If any Man ſhall ſay, this is hearing bat 
one fide, ard Pj-2ding only in behalf of 
the Multitude- of ſuch People, who now 
Crowd our Priſons and Privileg'd Places , 
and-th-at ic is not ſpoken for the Service 
cf Trade ia general :; I Anſwer z I am a 
tish'd, 'tis eatie to get a Petition Sign'd 
to the Houſe of Commons in this Caſe, 
by 2 Handred Thouſand Tradeſmen now 
©, ariſting, and who in the Common Ap- 
pearance of things, even to their own 
knowledge, are out of Danger, of any 
thing, as to themſelves; the Grievance is 
Common and Publick, and every Honeft 
Man has a ſhare in it. 

But ſome tell us, *tis impoſſible to make 
a Law, that ſhall relieve thoſe, who by 
their paſt Misfortune, are already Involy'd 
in Miſery, and encumber'd in theſe Grie- 
vous Labyrinths It that be ſo, 'tis 
very hard to make Men more Criminal, 
becauſe. they fell into the Pit, a Year or ſo 
b-fore their Neighbours ; this wonld be 
lingling out ſome Men from the reft, and 
making: Difference of Perſons, without 
Difference of Crimes ; for as it was no 
more Criminal for a Man, to Break laſt 
Year, if N:ceſhitated by Misfortune, than 
it will be for a Man to Brea k next Year, 
under the ſame Diftreſs ; *ris hard, he that 
fail'd laſt Year ſhall be Ruin'd, and he 
that fails next Year be Sav'd. 

Bat that ſucha Law may make no Di- 
ftindtion of Perſons, it ſeems but juft, that 
al! ſuch Unhappy People, who are Honeft- 
ly wilting to Surrender all their EffeQs 
to their Creditors, ſhould be Compaiho- 
nately provided for alike, whether paſt or 
tocome ; or if paſt D-btors ſhall not be 
Reliev'd as to Inſolvency, and Enabled to 
try the World for their Fortunes, Fami- 
lies, and Creditors, th n at leaft, that the 
Murthering Law of Perpetual Impriſon- 
ment, be Reftrain'd from ſuch, and they 
be R-flor'd to the Benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus Att, which is the Genecal Privilege 
of Evpliſhmen, and which if they are de- 
priv'd of, they are Condemn'd as Crimi- 
nals, to a Miſery worſe than Death, and 
of which I admire, that cone.of thoſe now. 
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n Prſſon on that AR, and who can never 
hope for Releaſe, do not Petition the Par- 
liament for the Favour to be Hang'd. 

In the bekalf therefore of ſaci Poor 
Unhappy Families, who now Languiſh uvn- 
dec this Diftreſs ; *tis my Humble Prayer 
to Men that oppoſe theſe things, that they 
would conſider Humane Nature, and the 
Dreadful Calamity of a Lingering Gaol ; 
we that are at Liberty canaot judge of it, 
but Man cannot covet Lite, Lock'd up in 
a Cage like a Wild Beaſt, and they, who 
in ſuch Extcemities forbear laying Hands 
on their own Lives, {ſeem to have more 
Courage and Patience, or leſs Sence of 
Miſery, than other Men, 

'Tis alſo no leſs ftrange to me, to ob- 
ſerve ſome Gentlemen, otherwiſe of Good 
CharaQters, and Good Judgment, Oppoſe 
the wholſom and Merciful Laws now on 
Foot, for General Relief,. from the Privace 
Concern, they have on their Hands, with 
ſome Capital Debtors of their own ; *cis 
hard, any Man that has the Service of his 
Country on his Hauds, ſhould ftoop to lec 
his Private latereſt Byaſs his Judgment, 
and his Concern-with his own Debtor, In- 
tiuence his Concern fer a Publick Good, 

To havea Gentleman ſy, I am agaiaft 


ſuch a Law, becauſe ſuch'a Man owes 
me ten Thouſand Pound, is a good Ar- 
gument of his _ _—_— indeed, but 
whether ic be a juſt reaſoning, ſeppoſing 
the Perſua Truſted with the Service of 
his Country in general, 1 leave tv the 
Determination of better Judges than 1. 

However this plaia Signification, ſuch a 
thing muſt have in ic, viz. That what ſuch 
a Man ſays in that Caſe, can have no 
weight, which other Men, who in their 
conlidering, what ſuch Men ſay againft 
this Law, cannot but remember, that his 
owa ten Thogiand Pounds, lie at the bot- 
tom of his Argument. 

Patriots are ſuch, as ſincerely purſuing, 
the Publick Inter: | of their Country, att 
for the General Good, wichout Keſpett 
to their ſeparate Intereſt ; *tis true, it's 
hard to find ſuch in this Age But 
without Oftence, it may be ſaid, they who, 
give their Private intereſt the Preference 
in Adions which concern + the Publick 


Good, leſs deſerve the Name of Patriots. 
than other People ; and 'tis nct doubted, . 


but the end of the Authors will be ſo con- 


fider'd, when they perſwade againſt: Pub-- 


lick Good, for Private ends. 


—— 


 MisCELLANE A. 


F the following- Caſe be true, as I have 

good Authority forz I need do no- 
ting bur Relate the Story, and leave any 
cne to judge, what Havock ſuch dealing 
as this makes in Trade, and how ſea- 
ſorable it is for Authority to Reftraia 
the Exorbitances of Unmerciful Men. 


Q Ince you have undertaken of late, ro ſhew 
J the Horrid and Scandalous Abuſes, that 
cre made of the Stztures of B:ukrupts ;, 1 
cou d nor forbear furniſbing.. y0u« with 4 re 


markable Inſt ance of. that Nature ;, the Truth- 


of which, not only 1, but ſame others will be 
ready to Vouch, 10 your SatisfuRion, if where 
be occaſion. 


A Toung Man near: Covent Garden, was- 


4 Fournymm to 2 Linnen Draper ;, bu Ma- 
fter leavine bu ſhop, Encourag'd bim 20 rake 
it, and trufted bim to the Value of about 1000 
ſome part whereof was Houſbold Goods. 
Young Man was jo Dilipent, end throve ſo well, 


that in abous « Texr and 2 Halfs time, be- 


Paid bis Maſter upward of 700 l. of iis Mo- 


ney, and yet; as appeir d afterward bas in Stocks 


The - 
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